
 
• Plagiat / voir Règlement des études www.lit.ulaval.ca/index.php?id=493 
• L’usage de la nouvelle orthographe est permis à condition que l’étudiant l’ait dûment signalé dans son travail, sans quoi les 

graphies jusque-là considérées comme incorrectes seront pénalisées. 
Échelle de conversion de notes (1er cycle) 
Excellent : A+ = 94-100 A = 89-93 A– = 85-88 Passable : D+ = 61-64 D = 55-60 
Très bon : B+ = 82-84 B = 78-81 B– = 75-77 Insuffisant : E =   0-54  
Bon : C+ = 72-74 C = 68-71 C– = 65-67    

Échelle de conversion de notes (2e et 3e cycles) 
Excellent : A+ = 94-100 A = 89-93 A– = 85-88 Bon : C+ = 72-74  
Très bon : B+ = 82-84 B = 78-81 B– = 75-77 Insuffisant : E =   0-67  
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Département de littérature, théâtre et cinéma      Professor: Liani Lochner 
Faculté des lettres et des sciences humaines       Semester: Winter 2024 

 
ANG – 7153 SPECIAL SUBJECTS III: LITERATURE, SUBJECTIVITY, RESPONSIBILITY 

 
 
Course Description and Objectives  
A consistent premise of J. M. Coetzee’s fiction, David Attwell claims, is that “you do not choose your 
history; it chooses you. The given historical situation is a confinement: one exercises restricted options 
and longs to exercise others” (“Coetzee’s Estrangements” 232). Read against the backdrop of his native 
South Africa and its history of apartheid, Coetzee then becomes “the colonizer who refuses,” as his 
novels stage the struggle of protagonists who wish “to elude at almost any cost their historical role as 
colonizers” (Watson 378). For Kazuo Ishiguro, whose early novels are set against the backdrop of 
Japan’s imperial ambitions and a waning British empire, the question is the inability of individuals to 
critique their historical contexts: “We don’t stand outside of our milieu and evaluate it. We don’t say, 
‘Wait, we’re going to do it this way instead’. We take our orders, we do our jobs, we accept our place in 
the hierarchy, and hope that our loyalty is used well” (interview with Matthews 115). Drawing primarily 
on the thinking of Hannah Arendt and Judith Butler, this seminar will examine the nature of 
subjectivation, individual responsibility, and ethical action as conditioned by historico-political forces.  
 
Pedagogical Approach 
This course incorporates both seminar presentations and roundtable discussions; vigorous debate and the 
fielding of ideas based on a careful consideration of the work(s) under discussion each week are 
encouraged. The study of each novel will combine the close reading of the work with critical insights 
gained through the study of relevant theory and criticism. English will be the language of all seminars 
and presentations. 
 
Evaluation 
Critical Response  15% 
Short Essay Presentation 35% 
Research Essay   50% 
 
Required Texts (available at La Maison Anglaise, Place de la Cité)
J. M. Coetzee, In the Heart of the Country (ISBN: 9780140062281)                                
J. M. Coetzee, Age of Iron (ISBN: 9780241983935)                                             
J. M. Coetzee, Disgrace (ISBN: 9780099289524)                                                                  
Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go (ISBN: 9780307400994)  
Kazuo Ishiguro, An Artist of the Floating World (ISBN: 0-679-72266-1)  
Kazuo Ishiguro, When We Were Orphans (ISBN: 9780676973068)  
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