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Département de littérature, théâtre et cinéma      Professor: Liani Lochner 

Faculté des lettres et des sciences humaines       Semester: Winter 2020 

 

ANG – 7141: STUDIES IN SOUTH AFRICAN LITERATURE  

 

 

Course Description and Objectives  
“For much of the second half of the twentieth century,” Andrew van der Vlies writes in the Cambridge 

History of South African Literature, the name “South Africa” “served in a global imaginary largely as 

the domain of a white nationalist regime whose policies propelled the word ‘apartheid’ into the global 

lexicon” (697). South Africa’s fraught history of colonialism and racial segregation, combined with its 

cultural and linguistic diversity, has produced and continues to yield a rich body of literature (including 

two Nobel laureates). Drawing on a variety of multimedia sources to sketch the historical and cultural 

context, this course focuses predominantly on literature written in English to examine the role of the 

South African author as public intellectual. From the Black Consciousness movement’s demands for 

social realism in its “protest literature” to Njabulo Ndebele’s call for an introspective literature not 

focused on the “spectacle” of politics and contemporary writers’ experimentations with form, we will 

discuss the role of literature in challenging apartheid discourses and in shaping the post-apartheid 

national imaginary.  

 

Pedagogical Approach 
This course incorporates both seminar presentations and roundtable discussions; vigorous debate and the 

fielding of ideas based on a careful consideration of the work(s) under discussion each week are 

encouraged. The study of each novel will combine the close reading of the work with critical insights 

gained through the study of relevant theory and criticism. English will be the language of all seminars 

and presentations. 

 

Evaluation 

Critical Response 15% 

Short Essay Presentation 35% 

Research Essay 50% 

 

Required Texts 

Age of Iron by J. M. Coetzee 

July’s People by Nadine Gordimer 

The Smell of Apples by Mark Behr 

Ways of Dying by Zakes Mda 

Zoo City by Lauren Beukes 

Playing in the Light by Zoë Wicomb 

Welcome to Our Hillbrow by Phaswane Mpe

 

 Required texts are available at La Maison Anglaise, Place de la Cité. Additional readings will be 

made available on the course Portail. 

http://www.lit.ulaval.ca/index.php?id=493

