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Département de littérature, théâtre et cinéma Professor: Liani Lochner 

Faculté des lettres et des sciences humaines        Semester: Fall 2019 

 

ANG-2011: AFRICAN LITERATURE  

 

 

Course Description and Objectives  

In this course, students are introduced to Anglophone literature from sub-Saharan African countries 

such as Nigeria, Kenya, Somalia, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Botswana, and South Africa. Despite its title, 

the course is not designed to define a particularly African aesthetic but rather to familiarize students 

with a range of novels and critical texts from and about the continent. During class discussions, we will 

explore how colonialism, anti-colonial struggles for independence, and globalization have influenced 

and shaped writing in this region. The course will raise questions about stereotypes in representations 

of “Africa” and about the distinctiveness of each work as well as its relationship to a specific cultural 

and historical context. 

 

Pedagogical Approach  

This class combines lectures, general class discussion, and small group participation with a focus on 

the interpretation of each individual work within its socio-historical context and its place in the field of 

postcolonial studies. The study of each novel will combine the close reading of the work with insights 

gained through theory and criticism. Students are encouraged to put forward ideas and to contribute to 

the ensuing debates and should be prepared to participate by reading in advance the work(s) that will be 

discussed each week.  

 

Evaluation 

Participation Assignment: 5% 

In-class Test: 30% 

Research Essay: 35% 

Final Exam: 30%  

 

Required Texts (to be confirmed) 

The Joys of Motherhood by Buchi Emecheta 

Death and the King’s Horseman by Wole Soyinka 

A Grain of Wheat by Ngūgī wa Thiong’o  

The Madonna of Excelsior by Zakes Mda 

Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

We Need New Names by Noviolet Bulawayo 

 Required texts will be available at La Maison Anglaise, Place de la Cité. Further readings will be 

posted on the course website (Portail).  
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